FEDERAL COURT TO SPONSOR A PUBLIC READING
OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee is joining with the
Knoxville Chapter of the Federal Bar Association to observe Constitution Day on
September 17 by sponsoring the second annual public reading of the U.S. Constitution.
The reading will take place from 11:30 a.m. to approximately 1 p.m. in the
courtyard of the Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse at 800 Market Street.
The public is invited to join employees of the court and employees of other
government agencies in the federal courthouse in reading the Constitution in segments
of one-minute or less. Those who want to read may register to do so at the following
web address:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054ba8ac2ca0f94-wethepeople
Registration in advance is not required; however, “You may arrive at any time to
read during the event, so long as readings remain available,” according to U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge Suzanne Bauknight, who is coordinating the event for the court’s
Civics Education and Outreach Committee.
In case of rain, the event will take place in the courthouse breezeway adjacent to
the courtyard.
Federal courts throughout the country are sponsoring similar reading programs to
recognize the signing of the Constitution.
At 10:00 a.m. that day, U.S. District Judge Thomas A. Varlan will preside over a
naturalization ceremony at historic Blount Mansion, located two blocks from the
courthouse at 200 West Hill Avenue. The mansion, ca.1792, once was the home of
William Blount, former U.S. Senator, Territorial Governor, and a signer of the
Constitution. The new American citizens will be invited to join in the nearby reading of
the Constitution. Judge Varlan will also preside over a second naturalization ceremony
at the courthouse at 2:00 p.m.
Also, on September 17, at 5:30 p.m., Chief Judge Pamela L. Reeves will
participate in a Constitution Day lecture at Blount Mansion.
###
Contact: Janet Jackson, Outreach Coordinator
U.S. District Court Clerk’s Office
865-329-4670

