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The courts have long had Standing Orders, plus Local Rules, and 
sometimes it hasn’t been easy to determine in which of these cat-
egories a directive issued by the court should be placed.

A July 1927 booklet in the Court Historical Society’s archives re-
flects the similarity of the directives. The 36-page booklet is titled 
“Rules of the United States District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Tennessee.” Tucked inside it is a 22-page pamphlet titled 
“Standing Orders of the United States District Court for the East-
ern District of Tennessee,” also dated July 1927.

Over the years, the court has issued updated copies of its Local 
Rules and made these copies available to attorneys and anyone 
else desiring a copy. Today, the Local Rules are available on the 
court’s Website. 

In the meantime, the court has continued to issue Standing Or-
ders, all 393 of which are filed in the Clerk’s Office, dating back 
to January 1925. These orders are indexed and filed consecutively. 
They provide a running history of the many internal matters that 
the court has had to deal with through the years, ranging from 
establishing fees that the Referee in Bankruptcy could charge for 
defraying the expense of maintaining his office to changing the 
court clerk’s office work days in 1954, when the court was open 
on Saturdays. 

The bankruptcy order, dated October 1928, was signed by Judge 
George C. Taylor, then the district’s only Article III judge. The 
other order, dated December 1954 and signed by the then two dis-
trict judges, Leslie R. Darr and Robert L. Taylor, read as follows:

Whereas it appears to the Court that all federal offices 
are on a five-day basis except the Clerk’s Office, and be-
ing of the opinion that the Clerk and his staff are entitled 
to the same consideration and should be on the same 
working basis as other federal employees, and having 
made an investigation of the flow of business through 
the Clerk’s Office on Saturday, it is concluded that the 
work flowing through the Clerk’s Office on Saturday 
does not justify keeping the office open on that day.

The Judicial Conference of the United States has recently adopt-
ed a report and recommendation prepared by Professor Daniel J. 
Capra of Fordham Law School that contains guidelines on which 
category the court directives should be placed in.

A FRIENDLY CHAT--Judge James Jarvis stopped for a friendly chat as 
he left the office on July 18, 2005. The mural on a wall of the fourth floor 
of the federal courthouse in Knoxville was being painted at the time, just a 
few feet from where the judge stopped, and News Sentinel photographer J. 
Miles Cary, who was on hand to photograph the artist at work, snapped this 
picture of the judge. Judge Jarvis died two years later, on June 6, 2007.
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Local Rules vs. Standing Orders
In his oral history, conducted by the Court Historical Society in 
2001, Judge James H. Jarvis gave an interesting account of the 
occasion on which he received a telephone call from President 
Reagan telling him he was going to nominate Judge Jarvis for the 
federal judgeship.

“The President called my house on the first day of September 1984, 
and I was dove hunting, as I always am on the first day of Septem-
ber, and the maid answered the phone and told my wife, ‘This is 
the White House calling Judge Jarvis.’ My wife took the phone and 
explained that I wasn’t there. So that day, I didn’t get the word.

“The next Monday, I was in the office, and sure enough, President 
Reagan called me, and he was on Air Force One at the time. He 
said, ‘Judge Jarvis, I have some papers here that I’m going to sign 
in a minute that nominate you as a United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Tennessee. What do you think about that?’

“That’s the way he put it to me. ‘What do you think about that?’ 
I said, ‘Well, I’m tickled to death,’ and, of course, I said, ‘Thank 
you so much. I am deeply honored,’ and we talked a while about 
the election--it was 1984 and he was going to run, and he want-
ed to know how he was going to do down here.”

Jarvis Oral History

SEPTEMBER 2009

continued on page 2

continued on page 2

Don K. Ferguson 
Executive Director and Newsletter Editor

Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse • 800 Market Street, Suite 130
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

865/545-4234, Ext. 2222 • Don_Ferguson@tned.uscourts.gov

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE, INC.

Newspaper Collection Donated
Issues of major newspapers that chronicle a notable Baltimore 
trial conducted by an Eastern District of Tennessee judge in 1977 
have been donated to the Court Historical Society and are now 
in the Society’s archives at the Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Court-
house in Knoxville. 

The newspapers have been stored at former law clerk James Bren-
nan’s home for more than 35 years. Brennan, who lives in Chi-
cago, is a longtime member of the Court Historical Society. He 
saved the newspapers all these years. Sometime ago he discussed 
with us his plan to someday donate the newspapers and recently 
followed through on that plan. 

Brennan, a graduate of Indiana University Indianapolis Law School, 
was a law clerk for the late U.S. District Judge Robert L. Taylor at 
the time the judge tried Maryland Governor Marvin Mandel on 
mail fraud charges. Brennan said the  newspapers provide an amaz-
ing daily history of the trial. It was, of course, a major case and re-
sulted in a Page One story daily during the three-month trial.

There are two boxes filled with numerous issues of The (Baltimore) 
Evening Sun, The Washington Post, and The New York Times. 

The Chief Justice of the United States at that time, Warren Burg-
er, handpicked Judge Taylor, then age 77, to try the case after one 
judge had been involuntarily recused from the case by way of a 
mandamus resulting from a conflict of interest and another had 
asked to be relieved from it following an earlier mistrial in the case. 

Brennan served as a law clerk for Judge Taylor from 1975 through 
1977 and spent a considerable amount of time with the judge in 
Baltimore during the trial. After his clerkship ended, Brennan re-
turned to his hometown of Chicago and practiced mainly in bank-
ing law and regulation. In 2000, he went to work for a bank client, 
helped take them public in 2005, and today serves as executive vice 
president and general counsel for that firm.

To preserve the newspapers, the Society has purchased special ac-
id-free containers designed for storing newspapers. The Society is 
grateful to Brennan for donating the newspapers, which will be 
useful to future historians.

***
Judge Taylor’s other law clerk during that period was Charles 
T. Huddleston, a UT College of Law graduate, who also spent  

considerable time at the Mandel trial. He has practiced law in At-
lanta for many years. He, too, is a longtime member and supporter 
of the Court Historical Society and was helpful in the preparation 
of this article.

***

Bernstein Recalls Judge’s Assignment
During the early stages of the Chief Justice assigning the case to 
Judge Taylor, he had two or three telephone conversations with 
the judge. Knoxville lawyer and longtime Court Historical Society 
member Bernard Bernstein recalls being in Judge Taylor’s cham-
bers during one of them.

“The judge kept saying ‘chief this’ and ‘chief that’,” Bernstein said 
recently, and when the judge hung up, he said, ‘”That was Chief 
Justice Burger.” Bernstein said he told the judge that he apparently 
had done such a good job with the Judge Kerner case that they 
wanted him to do the same thing with the Mandel case. (Four 
years earlier, Judge Taylor had been specially assigned by the Chief 
Justice to try U.S. Circuit Judge and former Illinois Governor Otto 
Kerner on bribery charges growing from his days as governor.)
Bernstein said both assignments came during the winter, and he 
jokingly asked Judge Taylor, “Why don’t they send you to the Vir-
gin Islands or Puerto Rico in the winter?”

Reflecting recently on that meeting with Judge Taylor, Bernstein 
said he had remembered it through the years, and that it was all 
very pleasant. 

BIG NEWS--It was big news when Maryland Governor Marvin 
Mandel was sentenced on criminal charges, as shown by this Page One 
story and headline of the October 7, 1977, issue of The Baltimore 
Evening Sun, one of several old newspapers in the collection recently 
received by the Court Historical Society.
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“TVA Goes On Trial For Its Life  
At Chattanooga”

Life magazine, November 29, 1937

The Life magazine containing the above headline, article, and five 
photographs has been donated to the Court Historical Society by 
C. Kenneth Still and his brother, Jim Still, Chattanooga. Kenneth 
is the longtime Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee in Chattanooga 
and a friend of the Society. [We did a profile of Kenneth in the 

Historic Events
Two historic events took place in the Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. 
Courthouse within a five-week period. The first female Article 
III judge for the Eastern District of Tennessee, the Honorable 
Pamela L. Reeves, took the oath of office on March 10, and on 
April 14, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia visited the 
courthouse, becoming the first member of the high court to visit 
the Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse. He was in Knoxville 
for an event at the University of Tennessee College of Law, and 
Chief Judge Thomas A. Varlan invited him to the courthouse for 
a small reception.

March 2007 issue of this newsletter as the longest serving Chap-
ter 13 Trustee in the Eastern District of Tennessee and the fourth 
longest-serving in the country.--EDITOR]

A large number of the magazines were among things left by Jim’s 
mother-in-law following her death. When Kenneth saw the page 
about the TVA case, he thought of us and sent the magazine to us. 

Two of the photographs accompanying the article show the third-
floor courtroom in the Chattanooga federal courthouse, presum-
ably while court was in session. The judges are on the bench, and 
a battery of lawyers are busy at work at the two tables. One of the 
captions reads: “Hearing TVA’s fate is a three-judge tribunal cre-
ated under the revised Judicial Reform Bill.”

The other three photos show a Tennessee River scene, a TVA pow-
er plant, and a crude, rural, shack-like home. The caption under 
the power plant photo reads: “Power from U.S.-owned plants is 
what the private utilities oppose. They contend TVA’s low rates are 
confiscatory.” The caption for the crude home scene reads: “Social 
significance of TVA lies in elevating the economic level of homes 
like this.” 

***

EDITOR: Note that in the Life article, the writer said that one 
of the three federal judges hearing the case was a woman. She was 
U.S. Circuit Judge Florence Allen, appointed by President Franklin 
Roosevelt, the first woman to be appointed to a federal appellate 
court. It is coincidental that this article came to our attention at 
the same time that this district’s first female Article III judge was 
taking office, 77 years later, U.S. District Judge Pamela L. Reeves. 
(See article elsewhere in this newsletter.)


