
DEBRA POPLIN, CITY OF KNOXVILLE LAW DIRECTOR,
APPOINTED CLERK OF U.S. DISTRICT COURT

U.S. District Judge Curtis L. Collier, Chief Judge of the Eastern District of Tennessee,

announced today that Debra Poplin, Law Director for the city of Knoxville, has been selected by the

court’s district judges to serve as clerk of the court, effective January 2, 2012.

She succeeds Patricia L. McNutt,  who has announced her retirement, effective January 1.

Judge Collier praised McNutt for her 11 years of dedicated service.

When Poplin was appointed to the city post in January 2008 by then-Mayor Bill Haslam,

now Governor Haslam, she became the first woman to hold that position. She had earlier served as

Deputy Law Director for 10 years.

Judge Collier said, “We are pleased to have someone with Ms. Poplin’s background and

experience join the court. She has excellent qualifications, and we feel fortunate to have her accept

the appointment.”

Poplin said, “I am honored to have been chosen by the judges for this challenging position,

and I look forward to serving the court and the public.”

Poplin, who will be based in Knoxville, will have responsibility for the clerk’s operations

in the 41 counties that make up the Eastern District of Tennessee. There are clerk’s offices and staffs

in Knoxville, Greeneville, Chattanooga, and Winchester.

Poplin has more than 21 years of diverse litigation and general counsel experience.  As the

city’s law director, Poplin serves as a member of the mayor’s senior administrative team, providing

legal advice and consultation to over 20 municipal departments. In addition, she litigates and

supervises litigation in which the city is a party. She also provides strategic planning and advice

concerning operational, financial, and personnel management issues in the Law Department and the

city as a whole.

Poplin received her undergraduate degree from the University of Tennessee and her law

degree from the University of Cincinnati College of Law, both with honors. She is a member of the

Board of Governors of the Knoxville Bar Association. 

Poplin and her husband, Rick, are the parents of two children, Kendall, age 11, and Preston,

age 8.
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